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Buffalo Academy for Visual and Performing Arts
Forty -Second Annual Commencement Ceremony 2022

June 23, 2022 at 12:30 pm
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Buffalo Academy for Visual and Performing Arts
Grades 5 12

Our highly qualified staff prepares our students for both college and career readiness, with excellence in b(Lth the

Arts and Academics. Arts Academy students have the opportunity to focus on one of the following studies, while b

exposed to all of the Arts: Vocal or Instrumental Music, Dance, Theatre, Visual Art, and Media Communications! We

ing

offer multiple extracurricular activities and clubs for all our students in various areas such as: the arts, academitissathle

community outreach and cross curricular events. Advanced Placement courses (college level) are offered in Literature &

Composition, Language & Composition, World History, U.S. History, Biology, Spanish, Music Theory, Art History, and

Studio in Art. We also have a College Access Program, a dual credit program offered collaboratively by the Arts Academy

and Buffalo State College.

The Buffalo Academy for Visual and Performing Arts was founded as part of the desegregation plan in 1977. The

goal was simple: provide an exciting college preparatory program for students in the Arts and Academics that will attract

all races and ethnicities. Since our beginnings at 333 Clinton Street, the school has grown in numbers and in de

September 2007 we moved to our new, state of the art facility located at 450 Masten Avenue.

pth. In

The Arts Academy is extremely proud to have nurtured and molded many very successful alumni, some of whom

include: Jessie L. Martinfaw & Order, RENY; Ani DiFranco (recording artist, founder of "Babeville"), Claudine Ewing
(WGRZ-TV), Pete Gallivan (WGRZTV), Stefan Mychajliw (Erie County Comptroller), Ramona Thom&Reynolds
(Director of Parent Involvement), Carmen Intorre (professional percussionist/drummer, graduate of Juilliard School q
Music), Gabriel Croom (broadway castal L / o n), HiZabeth & oung (President/Creative Director at Studio (LLc),
Julian Montague (graphic designer, illustrator, photographer, and installation artist). Current Arts Academy alumni o
staff include: Jody Covington (Principal), Jay Ingerson (technical theatre), Fragrance Harris Stanfield (long term
substitute teacher), Dave Rlffel (media communications) Don Jones (teacher aide) & Nicole Jones (dance).

Our current students continue to exceed NYS targets for academic performance, produce awiaring visual
art work, participate in All County Music Festival, perform with the Buffalo Philharmonic, and attend the NYS Summ

School for the Arts. All students are exposed to multiple guest artists and are challenged with professional level

curriculum and training. The school is presently partnered with many outside organizations who support our rigorous

curriculum. These partnerships allow our students to be involved within our community. Many of our outside
organizations focus on integrating the various arts experiences as well as helping discover and develop their artissSc

We support and nurture our students continued growth through these programs.

0School is not a place that judges you. It is a
- Carol S. Dweck

Df

b

talent

Alumni In Action
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Alumni In Action
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Dear Class of 2022:

What a year it has been, but youdve made |
years have presented, it has also offered an abundance of memories that will be embedded |n
your hearts and minds. Memories are a collection of images, emotions, and experiences thatf
shape and guide our very being.

You may have memories of the day you came to audition. You nervously entered the studio pf
what later became the space where you studied and rehearsed countless hours to develop you
craft. Imagine your first days at the Arts Academy, the grand time on the mainstage, the
intimacy of a black box performance, the roaring applause from your parents and friends in the
audience, the birthday songs in the cafeteria, or celebrations of school pride during our pep
rallies. These are the great memories that we hold on to.

t !

r

There are also memories that have evoked emotions of sadness, fear, or uncertainty. We cahnot
necessarily erase incidents that have caused pain in our lives; however, we can learn to cope and

to Omake the most of it. o6 | know itodos easli

er

good times. This will often overshadow the dark times. Those challenging encounters are qu|ckly

diminished by memoaories of laughter with friends, dancing to your favorite songs at the prom,
receiving the acceptance letter to your college of choice, the day we were able to take off our
masks, or the fondest memory of allé. the

The best thing about memories is making them. As you advance in your choices in life, know
that you are building a collection of everything up to that exact moment. This will lead to
making impactful memories. Memories that may last a lifetime. Therefore, continue to dream
big and envision the memories that have yet to happeryour future goals!

We will depart with the acknowledgement off
The Arts Academy will always hold loving memories of her dedication to our school

community.

Congratulations Class of 2022! The Arts Academy will forever remember the class that brought
us back to a sense of normalcy, and for that we will hold you fondly in our memories!

Artistically yours,
e
s A

Ms. J. Covington, Principal

de



Commencement Ceremonies

Processional March
Pledge of Allegiance
National Anthem - Star Spangled Banner

Lift Every Voice
Welcome Terrin Massey, Class President

Superintendent's Message Dreana Henry
Presentation of Awards  Arts Academy Administration & Guidance Department

Jonathan Croom Alumni Award
Presented by; Ms. Maria Heusinger

Visual Art Purchase Award, Presented by Mr. Herring
Excellence in Naturalism PurchaseAward

Yvonne James Brown A.R.T.S Scholarship
Presented by Ahmed Brown Lily Beyer
Dance Dedication Jaden Stockwell

B.O.E. Education Exemplar Samantha Schillace
Sherman F. Feyler Award Madison Gibbs, Jackson BrowrFarrow
Buffalo Teachers Federation Award Angelina Jo-lee Parker
American Federation of School Administrators Hailey Herring
Macy Favor Scholarship Maya LaMacchiaBeeny
Florence Johnson Perseverance Award Leila Perez
Julie Hage Scholarship c/o 1995 Sati Williams
Excellence in the Arts

Pomp and CircumstanceComposed by: Sir Edward Elgar
Davin D. Moore
LizMarie Diaz

Lily Beyer, Lydianis Lopez

Helga Mae Enoc
Alyssia Randazzo

Dance -Claire CalteauxVocal Music - LizMarie Diaz

Instrumental Music - Maya LamacchiaBeeny Theatre- Dreana Henry
Media Communications- Fletcher GonzalezVisual Art - Lily Beyer Technical Theatre- Wayne Parker

Principal ds Awar d Jackson BrownFarrow, Madison Gibbs
Salutatorian Award Dreana Henry
Valedictorian Award and Speech Haniffa Michelle Solier
Musical Dedication Darcel Blue, Alumna
Keynote Speaker
Granting of Diplomas Arts Academy Administration, Guidance Department & Class Advisor

Closing Remarks Ms. Covington, Principal
Mrs. Sheila JoneSAKA MAMA Jones)
Recessional March

Jamier McBurrows, Daesha Montgomery, Charlie Smith

Ms. Jillian Hanesworth c/o 2010

BUFFALO PUBLIC SCHOOLS

Office of the Superintendent
65 Niagara Square Room #712 City Hall
Buffalo, New York 14202

Phone (716) 816-3575

Fax (716) 851-3033
TMWilliams@buffaloschools.org

Dr. Tonja M. Williams
Interim Superintendent of Schools

June 16, 2022

Dear Class of 2022, Parents, and Caregivers:

Buffalo Public Schools remains committed to its goals of college preparedness, career
readiness, and “on-time” graduation for every student.

The curriculums (IB, AP, Regents, Core, and CLRI) that have been implemented, in tandem
with the highly qualified teachers who deliver rigorous instruction are vital components to
meeting the goal of successfully graduating from high school.

This year’s graduates have faced more obstacles than most any other cohort of graduates.
The effects of the recent tragic mass murderous events at Robbs Elementary School in
Uvalde, Texas and at TOPS Supermarket right here in Buffalo, New York coupled with
impact of the global COVID-19 health pandemic, on the teaching and learning have been
significant and unprecedented!

So, on this momentous occasion we salute and congratulate you, along with our entire
Buffalo Public School Board of Education, for showing great strength, courage, and
resiliency. You have persevered and we are proud of you and this huge accomplishment!
You, alone have the ability to change the world by always understanding and doing what
is right! This is the definition of having integrity!

Wishing you the very best that life has to offer! Go out into the world and make a

difference. Continue to make your families proud!

Louis J. Petrucci,
President Board of Education

Best Regards,

Qe Ve

Dr. Tonja M. Williams,
Interim Superintendent of Schools

“Putting Children and Families First to Ensure High Academic Achievement for All”




Buffalo Academy for Visual and Performing Arts Faculty and Staff
Principal Assistant Principal Assistant Principal
Ms. Jody Covington Mrs. Rebecca Ryan Mr. Jonathan Welka
Arts Coordinator Speech Therapist Student Support Services
Mr. Chris George Mrs. Angela Downing Ms. Kim Jonesg
Dance Guidance & Counseling Department . Mrs. Rubie McKelv
Ms . Rebgc-BaoB/ateson Mrs. Wendy Lover'LﬁJraryMediaSpeciaIist
Ms . Ni cole Jones Mrs. Tyshae Moore Ms. Alison Fadina
Ms. Al exandra SwondMrr. Randal | Woma&k. L / ish
Mrs. AnnMafakdilenozka _ orelg'\;] anguageSIpanls B |
English Language Arts rs. Julie rjost
Media Communications Mrs. Lisa Corey Ms. Noelia Molnge
Ms . Mary Elizabeth MMrrayvan Gonzal ez Special Education
Mr . David Riffel Ms. Slt?phlaenrnge HOI"SMrs. Apr il Balr t o«
Music Ms. E |z_aI]I_)LeI<teh Lyons v kevin Brilck
Mr . Timothy Buckle)Ms' Alicia Me|a|ChadWIrs. Il zabela Clnni
Ms . Jennie Knight Mr . Jason_ Mi ardwms . Theresa De|l | a)
Mrs. Jai me PitneIIMrS' Katrina Taylof\/lrs. Jenni fer | Eyn
Ms. Lauriann St eph anpmathematics Mrs. Rebecca Hel i:
Mr. Jared Tinkham Mr. Robert Brot z Mr s . Di ane Fijleld
Ms. Ana Vaf ai Ms. Cynthia ShumakMrrs. Antolene Jenc
Ms. Clyvette Graysdmis. Kelly Hathaw
Theatre :
Mrs. Shannon PodsadoMski Rebecca Kjrull
Ms . Kelly Beuth . N D i d Mai e K
Mr . Andr ew Kottleer' Ri chard S.krabuc ra. avi a | ,WS_
Mr . John Smith Ms . Mar gar et Mar i
Technical Theatre . . Ms. Joell e Pe|lrfet
Mr. Jay Il ngerson Soc'aISIUd'esk o1 i Mrs. Abigail |Pet]
Mr . Roman Kul ik Mr . Mar Borgioli Mr . Ryan Rief
Mr. James Healy . .
. Mr s . Stacie Slchir
Visual Art Mr . Robert Houck M c . slehi e
Mr s . Heat her GUinth'\#rrs_ Jessica Swiecl\}l]rs' arrie ¢ ¢
Mr . Marc Herring Mrs. Sarah Wright ' Donald Schwag!
Mrs. Elizabeth Larrabee Credit Recovery/Grad Point
Ms. Rachel Lyons Science . Mr. Eric Bengon
Ms. Jenny Pembleton Mr. John Bihr Ms. Jillian Hiel
Mr. Sean Witucki Mr s . She.rrl Kocha.n . Nicole Gelorge
Mr s . Jenni fer K050|elské . .
Mr s . hristine|Kac
Career and Tech. Ed. _ Mr. Thomas Pearse
Mr. John Augustine Mr. Eric Vosbur gTeacherAssistants/Aides
Technology Mrs. Celeste WatsonMs. Sal ma Afrloz
Mr. Sebastian Cage. . Mrs. Cynthia Andet
F’Snyswal Education/Health Ms. Toy Benefli el ¢
Home & Careers Mr . Michael Bogdan Ms S Giardlna
Mr s. Ni c eClog tWearnr e n Ms. Sarah Galante | '
. . kMs. Brenda Jones
Elementary Education Mr . Brian Rosintos Ir. Donal d Jones
Mr s . YoIanda_BaeszS- Amanda Saddlesowrs_ Janice Jone
Mr . Ho.ward Fi sher School Nurse Mr s . Sheila Jone
Mr s . Linda Gre_enan Ms Keyes Ms . A. Robindon
Mrs. Jordan Shively Ms Nicole Sahder
ENL . _ Office Staff
Ms. Stephanie McCIl ai Mrs. Dawn Damslt et
Mr s .

ChristinT Wh

Jonathan Croom Alumni Award~ Lily Beyer, Lydianis Lopez
Presented to a visual art major
commitment to family, community service, and the welbeing of others.
Visual Art Purchase Award ~ Helga Mae Enoc

Excellence in Naturalism PurchaseAward ~ Alyssia Randazzo
Yvonne James Brown A.R.T.S Scholarship Lily Beyer

wh o

Academics, Resilience, Talent and Spirit (A.R.T.S.). The Yvonne Jartaswn A.R.T.S.
Scholarship awarded to one student who best embodies the values of intentionality, awareness

and purpose, with whichYvonne lived her life.
Buffalo Teachers Federation Award~ Angelina Jelee Parker
B.O.E. Education Exemplar~ Samantha Schillace

embodi

€s

Presented to a student who has contributed substantially to fostering an atmosphere of mutual

understanding, respect, and acceptance in his or her school community.
Sherman F. Feyler Award~ Madison Gibbs and Jackson BrowrFarrow

Presented to outstanding students on

t he

leadership qualities, activities in civic affairs, personality, and attitude toward country and

neighbor.

Buffalo Teachers Federation Award~ Angelina Jelee Parker

American Federation of School Administrators ~ Hailey Herring

This leadership award is presented on behalf of school administrators to recognize

bas

outstanding student leadership in our school and wider community by a graduating senior.

The winner receives a certificate and a monetary gift.
Macy Favor Scholarship ~ Maya LaMacchiaBeeny

The late Hugh Macy Favor, local Jazz musician was inducted into the Buffalo Music Hall of

Fame in 2002. He was an integral contributor of the Buffalo Colored Musicians Clublhe club

fostered an environment where people of different racial and ethnic backgrounds could come

together over a mutual love of the American phenomenon called jazzln his honor a

scholarship has been establishedfrom an endowment bequeathed to the Arts Academy as a
gift from his will. It will be awarded to a student who has shown growth and maturity in the

face of adversity and will continue on a path pursuing music as a lifelong journey.
Florence Johnson Perseverance Award- Leila Perez

Awarded to a student who has overcome insurmountable obstacles to arrive at graduation.

The recipient should have demonstrated the commitment to do better, have good attendance,

and be economically disadvantaged.
Julie Hage Scholarship c/o 1995 Sati Williams

The recipient demonstrates ambition, hard work and commitment to personal success.

Appreciates and embodies the spirit of dance and participated to the fullest extent of their

Arts Academy Experience.
Excellence in the Arts ~ Dance- Claire Calteaux; Vocal Music LizMarie Diaz;

Instrumental Music - Maya LamacchiaBeeny; Theatre- Dreana Henry; Media Communications

- Fletcher Gonzalez; Visual Art- Lily Beyer; Technical Theatre- Wayne Parker Jr.
Presented to seniors who best exemplify excellence in both the arts and academics.
Pri nci pal-0asksoA Brawmkhrrow, Madison Gibbs

When selecting the recipients for the
ones who are most deserving of special recognition for exemplary achievement for

overcoming possibly challenging obstacles and having made a significant contribution to the
quality of life in our school in the arts, academics, and in their overall respect and character.

pr

nci


https://buffalonews.com/news/step-lively-through-life-thats-the-advice-of-yvonne-james-brown-dance-instructor-and-teacher/article_0e0786f9-a053-598a-9bdf-26320135c4fb.html

Class of 2022

Xyairea Adams

Anabel Anthony

Lily Beyer

Ja'Kai Calhoun

Abianys Cirino Calderon

Greg Coley

LizMarie Diaz

Rachel Dillard

JarNae Edgerton

Na'ima Flores

Madison Gibbs

Fletcher Gonzalez

Autumn Green

Liana Harris

Dreana Renee Henry

Makell Hunley

Mikayla James

Avery Alexander Jones

Nailah Kent

Catherine Krug-O'Connor

Lydianis Lopez

David Maldonado

1 2

the QR Code for the entire
Online BAVPA Yearbook
d Graduation Photos."

Media Communication




Instrumental Music

Class Officers

Class of 2022

Jamier McBurrows

Savanna Mingo

Davin D. Moore

Jaden Nandalall

Irena Northington

Leo Jon Parker

Wayne Parker Jr.

Alexandria C. Pefia

Shanya Lanissa Prince

Alyssia Randazzo

Alfonso Rodriguez Escalera

Keyonna Ross

Taliah Savage

Zhoey L. Scott

Michala Small

Haniffa Michelle Solier

Aeydoni Thomas

Karyn Torres

Jermaine Virgil

Damian Weatherspoon

Sati Williams

Ambiance Wright




Ottilia Cal
AP ailnt zBusi ness

Regents Dipl oma
Honor Society Me

Academy Diploma in De

e Cahn dc a@roe, a

0 ma
Di pl oma i

r
C81tm
ent
Di

eyonna Ross

n

1CBometsqgl ogy

nts Dipl oma
Ac

y
e
e
s

roi
€g
rt

ademy Diploma in Dance

t e
PP t-Mesdbiuaign a

nce

nce

Awards Previously Presented Continued

Departmental Awards

Media Communications
Rising Star Award, Volunteer Award, Producer of the Year- Fletcher Gonzalez,
Excellence in Storytelling - Jarnae Edgerton Excellence in Editing - Ja'Mya Williams,
Pen & Pad Award- Makell Hunley & Joshua WatersMedia Team ACE Award Samantha Schillace
Jamshid Vafai Photography Award & Authentic Human Awesomeness Award Ambiance Wright

Dance
Dance Historian Award - Lakiya Saulters, Superior Growth in both modern technique and classical ballet- Sati Williams,
Has shown most overall growth~ Taniya Grant,Most Dedicated to hercraft~ Nadl ma FIl or e
Stay the Course Award ~Keyonna Ross, Abianys Cirino Claderon,Most Versatile Dancer~ Claire Calteaux
Dedication and Service to the Dance Department Award (non majors)
Lily Beyer, Ibn Abdul Halim, Charlie Smith, Maya LamacchiaBeeny, Alexandria Pefia, Hailey Herring

Theatre
Most Delightful Performer - Angelina Parker, Overall Excellence in Theatre Arts- Dreana Henry,
Most Significant Growth in Theatre- Ariana Palmer, Positivity and Perseverance - Arzjon Betton

Instrumental Music
Renaissance Person- Hailey Herring, Fleet Feet Award- Kevin Burris, Louis Armstrong Award - Lexington Zeigler,
I am Vengeance Award~ Cinnie SimsT hat 6 s My Pr elbniAddalmalim Basa Clal Chef Angel Howie,
Trumpeter on Board - Terin Massey,Best Smile- LizMarie Diaz, Most Talented- Daesha Montgomery,
Best Groove - Hanifa Michelle Solier, Prolific Composer - Maya LaMacchiaBeeny,
Silent but Deadly - Taliah Savage Master Composer- Jackson BrownFarrow,
World Class Musician - Madison Gibbs,Harmony Epert - Yaileen Kren-Colon, Shred God- Leo Parker

Vocal Music
Rising Star Award - Avery Alexander Jones,Heart of the Chorus- Jamier McBurrows,
Cornerstone Award - Bugale Esther Nankumba

Visual Art
Excellence in Sculpture- Lily Beyer & Ezilegna Tirado, Excellence in Printmaking - Helga Mae Enoc,
Excellence in Art History - Alyssia Randazzo, Art Class Clown- Dexter JamesMost Helpful - Alyssia Randazzo
Art Legacy Award for Work on the School Mural - Helga Mae Enoc, Jasiah Rembert, Dexter James & Irena Northington
Most Curious - Bushra Rahman,Biggest Brain - Helga Mae Enoc,Art Rebel - Jermaine Virgil,

Biggest Heart - Sierra Albino, Art History Buff - Rivy Mosegi, Portrait Master Artist - Jasiah Rembert,
Strongest Technical skills - Ezilegna Tirado, Computer Wiz- Lily Beyer, Wildest Imagination - Rachel Dillard,

Tripl e Thr eAcddemic&Aitidtid Skilts i- loydianis Lopez, Kindness Award - Irena Northington
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Awards Previously Presented Media Communication

Presidentds Academic Effort Award

Greg Coley, Tania A. Grant, Lydianis Lopez, Wayne Parker, Charlie Smith, and Haniffa Michelle Solier
Awarded to students who show outstanding educational growth, improvement, commitment or intellectual development ir
their academic subjects. This award is meant to recognize students who work hard and give their best effort in school.

Presidentds Academic Excellence Awar d

Madlison Gibbs, Dreana Renee Henry, Catherine Kru@ 6 Connor , Ma yBaeni Benmdiassdy,iKaryn Torres
This award recognizes studentsd academic success |of ¢

and excelling in state or national examinations.

Outstanding Service Awards -
Lily Beyer, Madison Gibbs, 1bn Abadul Halim, Maya LamacchiaBeeny, Terin Massey, Samantha Schillace,
Charlie Smith, and Haniffa Michelle Solier
Presented to students who have volunteered service to the Arts Academy.

Tri pl e O-BdagalABstaar ldankumba
Presented to a student who has exhibited outstandifng ¢
their community and their fellow classmates.

New York State Comptr ol HadeyBesingAc hi evement Awar
This award is presented to a graduating senior who has demonstrated leadership potential and a commitment to public
service, including devoting a significant amount of time to helping the school and community.

NYS Scholarship for Academic Excellence- Haniffa Michelle Solier, Dreana Henry, Madison Gibbs, and Terin Massey
Based on scholastic achievement, the above students have been awarded annual
scholarships of either $1500 or $500 from the New York State Board of Regents.

Wegmans Scholarship Programd /rena Northington
This scholarship, given by Wegmans Food Market, honors and recognizes the high standards and
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Business First Community All-Star Award - Samantha Schillace , Regents Diploma > . Di pl oma

. . . . ; . Di pl oma in ' Di ploma in M
This award is presented to a senior who leads and inspires others in the community.

Recognition of National Honors Society Members
Lily Beyer, Jackson Brown-Farrow, Claire Ottilia Calteaux, Madison Gibbs, Dreana Renee Henry, Yaileen Kre&olon,
Catherine KrugOd Connor , Ma yBaeny, ladienis Loper, Aerin Massey, Daesha Montgomery,
Bugale Ester Nankumba, Layla Perez, Alyssia Randazzo, Samantha Schillace, Haniffa Michelle Solier, and Karyn Torres

vti y o@anelnd qad ,

in

Top 10 Seniors

Valedictorian ~ Haniffa Solier Salutatorian ~ Dreana Henry
3rd ~Madison Gibbs  4th ~ Terin Massey 5th ~Maya LamacchiaBeeny  6th ~ Yalieen KrenColon
7th~ Catherine KrugO d C o n r8th + Lily Beyer 9th ~ Layla Perez 10th~ Bugale Ester Nankumba 3\’N0 Fkforce

rtificatio
Highest Academic Averages

Dance - Claire Ottilia Calteaux Instrumental Music - Media Communications-
Visual Art - Alyssia Randazzo Haniffa Michelle Solier Shamantha Schillace
Science- Lily Beyer Technical Theatre- Sky Heitman Physical Education, Vocal Music -
English - Catherine KrugO86 Connor Sacial Studies- Bugale Esther Nankum
Mathematics- Jackson BrownFarrow Maya LamacchiaBeeny Spanish - Terin Massey
2022 Senior Class Officers
President - Vice President- Class Advisor -
Terin Massey Davin D. Moore Mrs. Sheila Jones &
Secretary - Sati Williams Sergeant at Arms- Ms. Nicole Jones

Treasurer - Samantha Schillace Dreana Renee Henry
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